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The 2016 interim workshop of SSTNET took place in late spring, at the Institute of Social Sciences 

of the University of Lisbon, under the general subject of science and society relations. During 

two days, dozens of sociologists of science and other scholars gathered together to present their 

work on issues as diverse as biobanking, renewable energies, research evaluation or citizen 

conferences. 

The opening session comprised short speeches by the SSTNET Co-Chair Inge van der Weijden, 

the Director of the Institute of Social Sciences, José Luís Cardoso and the Workshop Organising 

Committee chair Ana Delicado. 

The event had two keynote speakers, Massimiano Bucchi, professor at the University of Trento 

and new editor of the journal Public Understanding of Science, on the first day, and Maja Horst, 

Head of Department of Media, Cognition and Communication at the University of Copenhagen 

on the second. Massimiano Bucchi delivered a lecture on the legacy of Robert K. Merton, 

addressing the role of Mertonian norms in contemporary post-academic science and the 

different meanings of reputation. Maja Horst talked about engaging publics in the discussion of 

scientific social responsibility, by drawing from the project Breaking & Entering. Both lectures 

are available online and at the Workshop website. 

 

  

 

Out of 30 abstract submissions, 24 were selected for presentation, but the final programme 

comprised only 19 papers. Authors came from eight different European countries (Portugal, 

Switzerland, Finland, Italy, Spain, The Netherlands, Germany, and Poland) and Canada. The 

papers were organised into six two-hour sessions, with never more than four papers each, which 

gave ample time for discussion.  

http://english.breaking-entering.dk/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMFo9AyqmIbgew3RRbiw9IHsa4i5s89ni
https://sstnetworkshop2016.wordpress.com/programme/


 

 

The sessions brought together papers that addressed common issues such the health sciences, 

the environmental sciences, biotechnology, scientists and their publics, citizen science. The 

papers covered a wide array of theoretical approaches, though mode 2 of knowledge 

production, theories of transition and models of participation, among others, were recurrent 

features. The presentations were also based on an ample diversity of methods, from surveys to 

scientists to analysis of policy documents, from laboratory ethnography to social media analysis, 

from case studies to participatory design processes. 

 

 



Close to 40 people attended the workshop. Participants maintained informal discussions over 

light lunches served at the 5th floor of the Institute and during the social dinner held at Casa do 

Alentejo on the evening of the 20th of June.  

A book based on selected presentations of the workshop is expected to be published in the next 

year. 

 

 

http://www.casadoalentejo.com.pt/en/
http://www.casadoalentejo.com.pt/en/

